


TABLE OF CONTENTS INTRODUCTION

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

​This Standards and Safety Guide has been developed 
by Football Queensland to provide guidance on 
goalpost standards, competition requirements, and 
safety considerations for football facilities. 

Clubs, councils, region administrators and facility 
managers are responsible for ensuring that 
competition-regulation goalposts are available for 
game day and that all goalposts are permanently fixed 
during use (including matches and training), properly 
maintained and safely stored when not in use.

All clubs participating in competitions and tournaments sanctioned by Football 
Queensland must use goalposts that comply with:​ AS EN 16579:2020 – Playing 
Field Equipment​. Portable and permanent socketed goals – Functional safety 
requirements and test methods.​​

Clubs should obtain certificates of compliance from goalpost suppliers when 
purchasing equipment and follow all installation, maintenance, and safety 
instructions provided by the supplier.​ Site owners and operators remain 
ultimately responsible for assessing and managing risks associated with their 
facilities.​​

This Guide does not replace professional engineering assessment, manufacturer 
specifications, or site-specific safety evaluation.​ For more information on 
Australian product safety standards visit ACCC Product Safety - Mandatory 
Standards​.

For more information on FIFA regulation-compliant goalposts and equipment, 
visit PILA Sports.

This Guide has been developed by Football Queensland and PILA Group 
Pty Ltd to assist local council authorities, clubs, and zones with the purchase, 
management, and safe maintenance of football goalposts.​

The information contained in this Guide is intended for general guidance only 
and should be read in conjunction with applicable standards, site conditions, 
and professional or technical advice where appropriate.

DISCLAIMER​: This Guide provides general information to support game day infrastructure management 
within Queensland.​ The contents of this Guide are provided for informational purposes only and must not be 
reproduced, communicated, or used for any purpose beyond authorised use without prior written consent.​ No 
representation or warranty is made that the information in this Guide is accurate, complete, or suitable for any 
particular purpose.​ Users should not rely solely on the information contained in this Guide and should make their 
own independent enquiries, including obtaining professional advice where appropriate.​ To the maximum extent 
permitted by law, liability for any loss, damage, cost, or expense arising from the use of or reliance upon the 
information in this Guide is excluded.

COPYRIGHT AND PROPRIETARY NOTICE​: This document is a proprietary compilation jointly prepared by 
Football Queensland and PILA Group Pty Ltd.​ The document contains original guidance, commentary, and 
safety-related information. References to publicly available standards or external materials are included for 
general information only.​ The arrangement, selection, and presentation of the material within this document are 
confidential and protected by copyright.​ This document is provided for authorised use only and must​ not be 
reproduced, republished, distributed, or adapted​ in whole or in part without prior written permission from​ the 
copyright owners.​ All intellectual property rights not expressly granted are reserved.​
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TYPES & REGULATIONS

An opening or area which forms the target for ball games, usually comprising 
two uprights and one crossbar. May also include other components such as nets, 
net supports, net fixing, socket(s), anchoring system(s), and wheels, which are 
permanently fitted to the goal.

Portable Goal Post

A goal structure which, when erected or assembled is stabilised by means of a 
specific anchorage or weight system which enables the structure to withstand the 
required design and test loads. Portable goals can be referred to as moveable or 
freestanding goals.

Socketed Goal Post

A goalpost structure which is set in a suitably sized semi-permanently fixed 
foundation in such a way to enable the combined structure to withstand the 
required design and test loads. This type of goal is inserted into a ground sleeve 
and can be removed from the field.

Permanent Goal Post

A goalpost structure which is set in a suitably sized permanently fixed foundation 
in such a way to enable the combined structure to withstand the required design 
and test loads. This type of goal cannot be removed from the field.

Football Australia National Playing Formats & Rules – MiniRoos

U6 & U7 - Goalpost Size: 2x1m Portable
Portable or sleeved goalposts must be used where possible; however, the use of 
poles or markers as goals is permitted. View the MiniRoos Playing Format.

U8 & U9 - Goalpost Size: 3x2m Portable or Sleeved
Portable or sleeved goalposts must be used where possible; however, the use of 
poles or markers as goals is permitted.  View the MiniRoos Playing Format.

U10 & U11 - Goalpost Size: Maximum 5x2m Portable or Sleeved
Portable or sleeved goalposts must be used where possible; however, the use of 
poles or markers as goals is permitted.  View the MiniRoos Playing Format.

U12 - Goalpost Size: Maximum 5x2m Portable or Sleeved
Portable or sleeved goalposts must be used for the Under 12 competitions. The 
use of poles and markers as goals is prohibited. View the U12 Playing Format

Note: bow-flex, pop-ups or similar are not acceptable for game day.

International Football Association Board – Laws of the Game

A goal consists of two vertical posts equidistant from the corner flags and joined 
at the top by a horizontal crossbar.

The distance between the inside of the posts is 7.32m and the distance from the 
lower edge of the crossbar to the ground is 2.44m.

The goalposts and crossbar must be made of approved material, must not 
be dangerous, must be white, and must have the same width and depth, not 
exceeding 12cm. Their shape must be square, rectangular, round, or elliptical.

Nets may be attached to the goals and the ground behind the goal; they must be 
properly supported and must not interfere with the goalkeeper.

View the IFAB Laws of the Game (reference: Law 1, Section 10)

Goal Post Definition

Competition Regulations
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https://playfootball.com.au/miniroos/resources
https://playfootball.com.au/miniroos/resources
https://playfootball.com.au/miniroos/resources
https://footballqueensland.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2102007-Document-U12-Playing-Reformat-A4-V5.pdf
https://www.theifab.com/laws-of-the-game-documents/?language=all&year=2026%2F27


SAFETY & COMPLIANCE

Serious injury or death can occur if moveable soccer goalposts are installed 
incorrectly or used inappropriately. Blunt force trauma to the head, neck, chest, 
and limbs may result from:
•	 Goalpost instability
•	 Goalposts becoming unanchored
•	 Inadequate or ineffective anchoring
•	 Incorrect installation
•	 Misuse such as swinging or climbing on goalposts or crossbars

These inspection recommendations are minimum guidance only and may need 
to be increased depending on equipment type, site conditions, and usage 
intensity. Inspections should be documented. Three levels of inspection should 
be performed regularly to help maintain safe operation:

1. Inspection After Repositioning

Each time a goalpost is moved, the firmness of its anchoring and reattachment 
should be checked. If counterweights are used, ensure they are correctly 
positioned according to manufacturer instructions.

2. Weekly Visual Inspection

A visual inspection should be conducted before matches or training sessions to 
check for defects such as loose or missing fixings, broken net ties, or movement 
in ground sockets.

3. Strength and Stability Testing

Frame strength and stability should be assessed annually in accordance with 
relevant standards such as AS EN 16579:2020. Testing should ideally be 
performed by a FIFA-accredited or appropriately qualified testing facility. 
Strength or stability testing must never be conducted by hanging or swinging 
from the crossbar.

•	 Confirm all joints are secure and that no connections, bolts, or structural 
components are missing or damaged.

•	 Follow manufacturer guides for moving counterweighted systems.
•	 Goalposts should be moved by a minimum of 2-4 people.
•	 Children should not move goalposts unless supervised by an adult.

Hazards

Inspections

When Moving Goal Posts:

Safety of football participants is paramount. International reports have associated 
moveable soccer goalposts with serious injuries and fatalities, particularly where 
equipment has been incorrectly installed, used, or stored. Safety guidance is 
reflected in standards such as AS EN 16579:2020.

In Australia, there have been reported incidents involving serious injury and 
fatalities associated with moveable soccer goalposts, including cases involving 
young children and teenagers.

In conjunction with AS EN 16579:2020 and EN 748:2013+A1:2018, all clubs 
are reminded of their responsibility to ensure goalposts are used, installed, 
inspected, and stored in accordance with supplier instructions and applicable 
safety standards.

Moveable goalposts must be installed on a horizontal surface in accordance 
with the supplier’s instructions and secured using the recommended minimum 
anchoring system.

Goalposts should be inspected regularly to confirm they remain compliant 
with relevant standards, including checking that all bolts, joints, and fixings are 
present and secure prior to use.

Goalposts should also be visually checked before each use to ensure they are 
stable and properly anchored. When not in use, goalposts must be properly 
stored in a manner.
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Portable goalposts should be installed, used, and maintained in accordance with 
AS EN 16579:2020. A portable goalpost is safer when it is properly stabilised or 
anchored.

Portable goals should be stabilised or anchored in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions using the anchoring or stabilising systems supplied 
with the equipment. Typical mechanisms for stabilising or anchoring a goal 
include ground pegs, weighted bags, counterbalance weights, or ground and 
wall fixings where appropriate.

Anchoring points should be specified in the manufacturer’s instructions. 
Consideration should always be given to ground conditions where the goal is 
installed to ensure the most appropriate anchoring system is used.

Anchoring Goal Posts

Weighted Bags Anchor Pegs

SAFETY & EDUCATION
Storing Goalposts

Moveable goalposts should be stored facing one another (face-to-face) and 
secured to prevent tipping or movement when not in use, particularly after 
matches and during the off-season.

Goalposts may be secured at the base, crossbar, or both, provided the method 
used effectively restricts the risk of the equipment falling over.

Where possible, goalposts should be stored in dedicated storage cages, secured 
storage areas, or in accordance with manufacturer instructions.

Warning Labels

Portable goalposts should comply with safety requirements referenced in AS EN 
16579:2020 and display the required warning notice where applicable.

Portable goalposts weighing 10kg or more should display warning labels 
highlighting the risk of tipping, climbing, or misuse of the equipment.

Warning labels should be permanently affixed in three locations on the goalpost - 
beneath the crossbar and on the outer face of both uprights.

The warning message should be clearly legible and, where practical, use 
uppercase lettering or lettering of equivalent size and visibility, stating:

WARNING – ALWAYS ANCHOR GOAL – NEVER CLIMB 
OR HANG ON CROSS BAR. UNANCHORED GOALS CAN 

TIP OVER CAUSING SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH.
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Anchor, Check, Respect Campaign

The Anchor, Check, Respect campaign is supported by Football Queensland, 
Football Australia and Product Safety Australia as part of national efforts to 
promote safe use of moveable soccer goal equipment.

View the Guide: Moveable Soccer Goals
Watch the Video: Anchor, Check, Respect

Links and Resources

AS EN 16579:2020 - Playing Field Equipment
ACCC Product Safety - Mandatory Standards
Football Australia MiniRoos Playing Format
Football Queensland U12 Playing Format & Rules
EN 748:2013+A1:2018 - Playing Field Equipment - Football Goals
Moveable Soccer Goals Guide
Anchor, Check, Respect: The Game Plan
PILA Goalposts & Sports Equipment
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https://www.productsafety.gov.au/consumers/play-and-exercise-safely/use-sport-exercise-and-play-equipment-safely/moveable-soccer-goals-guide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruCqQB8N23E
https://store.standards.org.au/product/as-4866-1-2007
https://www.accc.gov.au/consumers/stay-protected/product-safety
https://playfootball.com.au/miniroos/resources
https://footballqueensland.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2102007-Document-U12-Playing-Reformat-A4-V5.pdf
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/a3e2db8c-3559-4a84-943a-14d690072e02/en-748-2013a1-2018?srsltid=AfmBOoqUHnDXVO9QzOelyssjCd4BTdAal_0pOvOaPGkZOwxUNs2AC0hQ
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/consumers/play-and-exercise-safely/use-sport-exercise-and-play-equipment-safely/moveable-soccer-goals-guide
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/consumers/play-and-exercise-safely/use-sport-exercise-and-play-equipment-safely/moveable-soccer-goals-guide
https://pila.com.au/



